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“Absence Makes the Heart ....” 


By Major Bruce Ericksen USAF, Elder, Resurrection Lutheran Church, Cambridge 


‘“Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder.’ Or alternatively, “Absence 
makes the heart wander.” Which is 
true of 20th century man and _ his 
religion? 


The answer is fairly easy to find if 
we talk in terms of the U.S. military 
man and his family in the 1970s. In 
one sense, military men have not 
changed their ways of life since the 
days of the Assyrian armies. Commit- 
ment and service are themes which 
run through the accounts of military 
men since the dawn of recorded his- 
tory. But commitment to the cause 
and service to one’s country continue 
to mean sacrifice, usually ina personal 
sense. Since 1945 the sacrifice has 
generally meant not sacrifice of life or 
limb except for relatively few Ameri- 
can servicemen, Thank God there has 
been no global warfare since then. 
No, the sacrifice shared by practically 
all American servicemen is that of 
“absence.” 


Military postings have resulted 4n 
the virtual uprooting in an emotional 
sense of all American servicemen, as 
they are sent around® the world in 
response to global undertakings of 
American foreign policy. Most 
American civilians have had relatively 
few moves, most of them made at 
relatively infrequent intervals, and 
rarely outside of the United States. 
The single serviceman on the other 
hand has generally been reposted at 
about two year intervals, and the 
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typical military family moves rough] 
every three years. 


Returning to the question raised 1 
the first several words of this articl 
absence from home is one of tk 
greatest adjustments an America 
military family must make. For iy 
stance, I have lived within the Unite 
States only three of the past ten year 
Most U.S. military people probab: 
share with the majority of their civi 
ian brothers the origins of their ow 
religious preferences and convictior 
—their family upbringing, and hon 
church. Absence from parental ar 
home town influences has had a pré 
found influence on the religious part 
cipation of American military peopl 
Perhaps the more rootless any grou: 
or class of people become the mor 
their religious dedication is teste: 
Certainly the preoccupations ar 
temptations to “fade away”’ from tll 
path of religion abound in the militar 
perhaps to the same extent for Briti» 
seryice personnel as American. 


Being an active Lutheran or Bapti 
or Catholic does not come easy f 
our military people. It requires cov 
scious motivations to ‘‘keep the faith: 
Being more specific, our civilis 
brethren seem to find more comm 
ment just in the very act of bei 
responsible for their parish, includi: 
the roof over their head. On the othe 
hand, the Congress of the Unit» 
States builds the military chapels 
pays the chaplain’s salaries. O¥ 
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thapel congregations could cease 
‘iving a penny in the collection plates 
1s far as the influence in a real finan- 
ial sense their money contributes to 
nilitary chapel programs. 


Forging and sustaining a congrega- 
ion in a civilian community is a 
articipatory venture by the members 
n the pews as much as it is by the 
nan behind the pulpit. It is “our 
‘hurch.”’ Contrast this with the com- 
J lacency that can be bred from 
“the government’s chapel” 
ort of like ‘ ‘socialised religion”’, or 
t least government subsidised 
eligion. 


Perhaps the Lutheran congrega- 
tons at the USAF bases at Aleonbury 
nd Bentwaters face the same chal- 


nd I are elders of the Chicksands 
ongregation. It’s quite a task trying 
(o get the attention of prospective 
wutherans of the base. Many times I 
ave sat in the 2.00 p.m. monthly 
ervices and prayed, ““Dear God, help 
is to bring out more of our brothers 
ind sisters in Christ, to hear these 
dlessed words of Pastor Feuerhahn.” 


The Lutheran Church has made 
‘ttending Lutheran services possible 
tievery base my family and I have 
‘ver been assigned, and we are ex- 


esurrection in Cambridge offers a 
nique challenge and opportunity. 
ot only can we be worshippers at the 
onthly services at the various bases, 
ut we may actually participate in 
dvancing an actual church edifice, 
e new multipurpose annex which is 
0 be constructed shortly at Resurrec- 
Vion. The decision to take this great 

tep forward was made jointly by the 
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congregations of Cambridge and the 
Lutheran military service congrega- 
tions throughout East Anglia. Thus 
we see the continuity from the early 
days when the USAF community 
started and in the main supported the 
Lutheran ministry, to the present as 
it continues to be sustained by Ameri- 
can Air Force personnel. 


Being an elder of the smallest con- 
gregation in the East Anglian 
Lutheran military ministry has been a 
great privilege. Specifically, it involves 
facilitating the bringing together of 
the potential Lutheran members of 
Chicksands and the sacred gospel of 
Christ’s redemption. The eternal des- 
tiny of man is at stake, and the 
ministry must go on. 


NOTICES 


1. ELCE Youth Convention at Hothorpe Hall, 
Friday evening to Sunday, 2-4 May. 


2. Organists’ Seminar at St. Pauls, Boreham 
Wood, on Saturday, 17 May. 

3. Budget Conference at Holy Trinity, 
London, on Saturday, 7 June, beginning at 
1.30 p.m. 

4. Elders’ Conference at Westfield House, 


Cambridge, on Saturday and Sunday, 21-22 
June, beginning at 3 p.m. Saturday. 


Church Extension Fund Conference at 
Westfield House, Cambridge, on Saturday 
and Sunday, 28-29 June, beginning ai 3 p.m. 
Saturday. 

6. Master Plan Conference at Westfield House, 
Cambridge, on Saturday and Sunday, 5-6 
July, beginning at 3 p.m. 

7. ELCE Youth Leaders’ Workshop 

catering) at Westfield House, Cambridge, 

Saturday and Sunday, 12-13 July, beginning 

at 3 p.m. 


or 


(self- 


8. Junior Holiday Bible Camp at Hothorpe 
Hall, 10-16 August. 

9. Senior Holiday Bible Camp at Hothorpe 
Hall, 24-30 August. 


10, 21st Annual Synod at St. Timothys Sunder- 
land, on Friday and Saturday, 12-13 Septem- 
ber, beginning at 2 p.m. Friday. 


1975 SYNOD RESOLUTIONS 
Resolutions for debate at the 1975 Synod to be 
in the hands of the Secretary of the ELCE by 
31 May 1975. 


THREE 


Reflections on The Gospel for The Day 


i 
BY MEMBERS OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER, HARLOW : 


Easter V James 1: 22-27 


ACTIONS SPEAK 


How do other people see us? As 
Christians? Or as poor imitations? 
The way we act and what we say 
may not always be very Christ-like. 
How can we tell people that Christ 
died to save us if salvation has 
made us no different? We will 
never succeed in bringing others 
to Christ if we do not show by our 
words and actions that being a 
Christian is more than a name-tag. 
As believers this means total com- 
mitment—loving God, doing His 
will and being actively concerned 
with the welfare of our fellow-man. 
Actions speak louder than words! 


Sunday p. Ascension 1 Peter 4: 7-11 


LIVING FOR GOD 


We are all given gifts by God 
through His Spirit in us. We are to 
use these talents in whatever form 
they come to give help and ser- 
vice to one another. In this way 
we are all serving Him. Such acts 
show God's love reaching out to 
others through us. We should also 
remember to pray more as the 
time passes and above all to love 
one another for God tells us “love 
cancels innumerable sin.’’ We 
must remember that whatever we 
do is not for our own importance 
but to show God's glory. 


Acts 2: 1-13 


SPIRIT DRUNK 


Yes the disciples were filled with 
Spirit but not the alcoholic variety. 
We too can be filled with the God- 


Pentecost 
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given Spirit. As God shows 
here, there is no colour bar 
language barrier before the gat 
of heaven. What is needed is fai 
alone. It’s not too much to ask fo 
is it? After all Jesus gave His li 
for us and all He asks in return i 
our faith and love in God. So let™ 
ask God to make us “‘merry” wit 
the Holy Spirit. The after effect 
are much more appealing th 

those of gin. . 


Romans 11: 33-« 
IN DEED GOD i 


These are words of praise a 
adoration from Paul as he co 
siders the wonderful works of G 
by which He brings salvation 
the world. All the persons of th 
Trinity have a part to play: th 
Father who initiates the plan, th 
Son who humbled Himself ar 
carries it to completion, and th 
Spirit who works the necessai 
faith in those who hear the mes 
sage of Christ. We too have hea! 
about and seen the plan compl 
ted. We too have believed. In fail 
we can’t help but marvel at wh 
God has done for us. 


Trinity 


Trinity | 1 John 4: 16-- 


LOVERS 


Are you a lover? Not a roman 
lover that we read about in nov 
but one who acts for his fellor} 
man. If you put others first ye 
know that you live in God aj 
need not fear the end judgeme 
Remember though, this love iss 
continual outlook not just for t 
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dd or even numbered days of the 
nonth. If you do show this kind of 
dave the source is not self but 
40d. God first loved us by send- 
dg His Son to die for us while we 
vere unloveable. Our love flows 
ut of such acceptance. 


1 John 3: 13-18 


THE DIFFERENCE 


Ve have often heard it said that 
ou really can’t tell the difference 
jetween a Christian and a non- 
vhristian. John says you can. The 
vhristian acts out of faith that 
10d first loved Him in Christ who 
‘ied in the place of all men. If we 
how love then we know that our 
ternal life is secure and we 
ossess it already. Such a basis 
r good works will be misread by 
e world as pride that God loves 
ecause we are better than they. 
Jon’t be surprised because the 
forld hated the One by whom our 
eeds are judged good. 


rinity I 


inity III 1 Peter 5: 6-11 


ALMIGHTY POWER 


Ve need never fear or faint in any 
jal or temptation. Our faith, when 
veak, will be tried by the devil. 
uring these moments we must 
able to humble ourselves under 
iod’s mighty hand, asking for His 
lp and putting pride aside. It is 
lis love for us shown in Christ 
thich makes Him care. Therefore 
hen enticed by sin we must be 
le to ask for the power to resist 
ye devil and his works. We can- 
ot do this alone for it is only God 
ho has the almighty power. 
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Romans 8: 18-23 


LIVING HOPE 


Paul talks about a discrepancy. It 
is the tension between what we 
are told will be and the way things 
are. Many times the promise of 
future liberation from the present 
situation looks like a hoax and a 
fraud to us. Yet here we are told 
that what is about to be given us 
cannot be compared to what we 
are like now. The assurance of 
liberation from suffering is given 
us in Christ. Because He lives we 
live also. In the present it is life 
mixed with suffering, in the future 
glorious freedom. This is our liv- 
ing hope. 


Trinity IV 


1 Peter 3: 8-15 


FISHERS OF MEN 


God wants us to be fishers of men. 
But we doubt our ability to knock 
on doors telling others of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
God tells us to be ready at all 
times to explain to everybody who 
asks us, the reason for our hope. 
Perhaps we cannot find the words 
to speak. However, we can show 
through our everyday life in doing 
good without concern for the 
returns the love we have for each 
other. God promised us His bless- 
ing when He called us. By ac- 
knowledging Him as our Lord and 
Saviour, we can live in harmony 
with one another. 


Trinity V 


Contributed by: 


Janet Lander 
Allan Scharlach 
Irene Truby 


Ted Andrews 
Pat Dutton 
Rosemary Hinton 
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FROM 
THE TAMAR 


Reporters: 


The Rev. and Mrs. R. Feuerhahn, 
Cambridge 


ST. TIMOTHYS, 
Sunderland, Co. Tyne and Wear: 


Has two first prize winners in country- 
wide Church Extension Fund poster 
competition: Honor Tucknutt for 
ages 4-6 and Richard Stephenson for 
ages 10-15 . . . Pancake Supper on 
Shrove Tuesday is good fun for 55 in 
attendance . . . Over 80 worship on 
Passion Sunday as Sunday School 
presents Easter Drama in service. . . 
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Stephenson, 
Jacqueline Coyne, Linda Woolston 
and Paul Wilkinson are confirmed on 
Easter Sunday. 


CHRIST CHURCH, 
Petts Wood, Kent: 


Pastor and Mrs. Foerster and family 
leave for U.S.A. on 3rd March... 
All worship services and activities 
continue during vacancy . . . Mid- 
week Lenten Services attended by 
average of 25 people... No church 
mouse found on cleaning day, 22nd 
March . . . Mission outreach is 
Sunday 6th April. 


WESTFIELD HOUSE, 

Cambridge: 

Roger and Lois Whittall arrive safely 
at Luther Seminary, Adelaide, Aus- 
tralia after unexpected three day delay 
in Bangkok. Happily settled in their 
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new environment, Roger finds firs 
weeks of lectures extremely beneficiz 
in his preparation for work of Lord’ 
ministry . . . Westfield House is hos 
to worthwhile Treasurer’s Conference 
on 22-23 March . . . Some familia 
trees in Westfield Garden are felle 
as preparations are made for Resur 
rection Church’s new building. 


LUTHERAN MISSION, 
Liverpool: 
“7-11” Club doing well with over 1 
children attending every week. Acti 
ties include football, games a 
handicraft projects. Each meeting } 
closed with reading from Little Visi 
with God and prayer. Once a mon 
they attend local swimming baths an 
non-swimmers receive lessons . . 
Mid-week Lenten Services began c 
Ash Wednesday. Sermons were base 
on Seven Last Words of Chris 
Seventh word was considered © 
Good Friday morning at specia] Com 
munion Service ... Ladies hold mee 
ings after two Lenten Services 4 
service serves as topic for evenim 
. Easter celebrated by Family Se 
vice with Sunday School childré 
singing during the service. ; 


ALLHALLOWS, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex: 
Mr. David Borgas assigned to 
Peters, Plymouth, after seven mont 
with us at Allhallows . . . Congreg 
tional Assembly held on 16th Ap 
. Elders prepare to conduct me 
services during Pastor’s furlough . 
Sunday School proposes two-t 
system to commence in Septem 
.. Church repayment schedule to” 
adopted this year: congregat 
adopting week’s wages scheme a 
deeds of covenant .. . We disco 
that our post code is 7/T, not YJT 
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DEEMER, 

arlow, Essex: 

Youth organise social evening for 

‘)ongregation in February . . . Sunday 

chool parents help judge Church 
‘xtension Fund posters. 


OLY TRINITY, 
‘ottenham, London: 
‘hurch hal] broken into again with 
eat deal of destruction and vandal- 
sm to kitchen, Sunday School equip- 
ent and materials. Police catch 
ildren—4 of them, ages 11, 7, and 
o six year olds... . Sunday School 
hildren and youth make Easter 
anner for hanging in church... 
outh Fellowship becomes more 
| ctive. They begin Sunday School club 
or 7 to 11 age group and take major 
art in running it . . . Psychiatric 
tehabilitation Programme continues 
use church hall for weekly meetings 
d activities . . . New spotlight in- 
© alled to illuminate altar stained glass 
*indow for evening services. 


) UTHERAN MISSION, 
\ areham, Hants.: 
Flowers for Mother” is theme of 
other’s Day Service, the 4th Sunday 
-Lent. Each lady in congregation 
eives spray of flowers prepared by 
rs. Pat Hallett and Senior Youth 
ub. Lessons and sermon theme are 
duties of children and parents... 
Im Sunday Service is called “Enter 
qe King”’ with lessons read by youth. 
ood Friday worship is Service of 
rkness called “Exit the King” with 
sons read by men. Church gradually 
tkened to total darkness at Cruci- 
tion... Cross made from stump of 
hristmas tree is hung in church dur- 
ig Lent. Youth Club girls decorate 
ross with flowers for Easter morning 
amily Service. 
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ST. PAULS, 
Borehamwood, Herts.: 


Since January, series of leaflets en- 
titled ‘““We Believe” delivered to 300 
homes each fortnight. Based on Cate- 
chism, leaflets bring message of 10 
Commandments, Creed, etc . . . Eight 
hundred copies of The Messenger dis- 
tributed to homes near church at 
Easter. As a result, four adults attend 
church for first time at St. Pauls 
Easter Family Service . . . Ladies 
Guild are making new curtains for 
church. 


RESURRECTION, 

Cambridge: 

Congregation meets with architect 
following mid-week Lenten Service to 
discuss ideas about new building. 
Plans made to fel] some trees in West- 
field Garden and have land surveyed. 
Plans go out to tender in early April 
and ground breaking is now predicted 
for mid-June . . . Shopping List sent 
to ELCE congregations in March... 
Ladies Guild makes Easter banner to 
hang in church . . . Westfield Choir 
takes part in services during winter 
months. 


ST. COLUMBA, 

East Kilbride: 

“Mothers and Toddlers”, bringing 
Mums with babes in arms to children 
2-3 years old together, meet in two 
groups at church, each one morning 
a week .. .Senior Youth Club formed, 
consisting of children of communi- 
cant members and their friends. 


To 
THE CLYDE 
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N@WS from Our Churches 


FULL PASTORAL TRAINING PROGRAMME ROUNDED OUT 
Two-Year Study by Executive Council Completed 


An item that has been on the agenda of the Executive Council constantly since Ma 

1973 reached completion at the Council meeting on 10 March 1975; with it the f 
training programme for ELCE pastors was spelt out. An extraordinary session in Nove’ 
ber 1974 dealt exclusively with pastoral training as the only item on the Council agend 


How Pastors are trained in various Lutheran Churches 


Theological training procedures vary in Lutheran churches. In churches of the Ne 
World (America, Canada, Australia, etc.), students receive their training at a “seminary” 


an institution owned, operated and controlled by the Church, whose professors 

responsible for the whole course of study. In Europe, applicants for the ministry 
Lutheran state churches receive their instruction from the theological faculty of 
“university” which is independent of the Church. Having earned his academic deg 
from the University, the European divinity student is ordained and then assigned 
the Church to a parish for one or two years’ “‘vicariate’’, at the end of which he m 
pass the “pro ministerio”, or pre-ordination, examination conducted by the bishop ai 
other clergy on behalf of the Church. In the New World, the theological student d 
his year or “vicarage” in a parish, under the auspices of the Seminary, and then comple 
his final year of study at the school. After receiving his academic diploma or degree fr 


the Seminary, he is eligible for Ordination. 


How the ELCE trains Pastors 


In setting up a theological training pro- 
gramme for the ELCE at Westfield House, 
Cambridge, several years ago, the Execu- 
tive Council considered the two procedures 
of preparing pastors and chose a middle 
way. ELCE theological students would be 
trained at the church-owned Westfield 
House and would receive most of their 
instruction from Church instructors but 
would also be required to attend lectures 
given at the University as part of the course 
set for them by Westfield. The training 
would be in two parts: Part One, five years 
of study under the jurisdiction of Westfield ; 
Part Two, one year (or two) of “in-service” 
training under the jurisdiction of the 
Church with an ELCE pastor and in an 
ELCE parish. In the first part, Westfield 
instructs the student in all disciplines of 
Christian theology and by granting its 
diploma declares him academically compe- 
tent. Turned over to the Church, the 
student, in the second part, receives further 
direction from an ELCE pastor and 
“learns by doing” in actual parish work. 
At the end of the final part of his training, 
the student is examined and assessed by 
the Church Examination Board which 
declares him ready for Ordination and a 
Call into the ministry. 
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Church Examination Board ; 


It was the second part of the ELC 
pastoral training programme that was t! 
particular focus of the Council’s two-ye) 
study. In its meeting on 10 March 19 
the Council issued two documents t 

summed up and completed its conclusiom 
“Toward Becoming a Pastor in the Eva. 
gelical Lutheran Church of Englanel 
published in the last (January-Februai 
1975) British Lutheran, outlined a 
rounded out, in writing for the first tins 
the whole of the ELCE training p 
gramme. The second sheet set out the 
and function of the Pre-Ordination 
“pro ministerio”) Examination and of H 
Church Examination Board. | 


The Board will consist of the ELCE Chae! 
man, one pastoral Councillor, one — 

Councillor, one senior lay member and ¢ ! 
senior pastor. Members of the first Bow 
are Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, Pastor W. Fanni® 
Mr. E. Nickless, Mr. A. Flemming a q 
Pastor A. Rakow. 


The Examination 


The purpose of the Examination will be 
ascertain the student’s understanding 
and his intention to teach, the Holy Ser 
tures according to the Lutheran Con 
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jons in the ministry of the ELCE, and to 
ssess, in the light of his “in-service” train- 
g, his ability to teach, preach, and 
'ractise the Gospel ministry effectively. 

e Examination itself will consist of two 
arts: written and oral. A written assess- 
aent by the Supervising Pastor and a self- 
ssessment by the student, based on the 
me document and done separately or 
intly, will be submitted beforehand to the 
oard. The student will also be asked to 
bmit three papers (doctrinal, practical, 
istorical). The 4-hour oral examination 
‘ill encompass experiences and lessons of 
ne “in-service” training, questions arising 
‘om the written papers, and other ques- 
ons which will assist the Board to deter- 
nine the student’s commitment and ability. 


rst Students: First Assignments 

"he Council made the first assignments. 
Mr. Karl Fry, doing his “in-service” year 
ith Dr. E. Geo. Pearce at Sheffield during 
ue vacancy at Holy Cross, has been given 
e topics: ‘““The Charismatic Movement”, 
eaching an Adult Bible Class” and 
(@Tyndale’s Doctrine of Holy Communion 
d Its Relevance Today’. Mr. David 
orgas, who worked at Allhallows, Sud- 
ry, with Pastor W. Fanning for the first 
en months and is completing his parish 
aining year during the vacancy at St. 
eters, Plymouth, will write papers on: 

he Third Use of the Law of God”, 
aintaining a Youth Club” and * ‘Angli- 
m-Lutheran Conversations in the 16th 


ssessments and papers will be submitted 
y beginning of July and copies will be 
ade available to members of the Church 
xamination Board. At the end of July, 
e board will convene at the ELCE head- 
arters for the examinations. If the 
udent is declared ready, Ordination will 
low at the annual Synod in September, 
ter which he is eligible for a call into an 
E congregation. 


ONCORDIA PLAN MOVE 

2 CAMBRIDGE 

oncordia Publishing House Ltd., London, 
® making plans to move its operation from 
ondon to Cambridge, according to a deci- 
om reached by the Board of Directors at 
eir meeting on 24 March. They will leave 
eir present premises in the City of 
ondon, 117-123 Golden Lane, and make 
€ move, it is planned, within the next 18 
Months. A suitable building in Cambridge 
under consideration. 
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OLDER MEN FOR MINISTRY 
Exploratory thoughts were expressed by 
members of the Executive Council at their 
meeting on 7 April regarding the possibility 
of older men being trained for full-time 
service in the ELCE, either as ordained 
pastors or in some other capacity. Con- 
siderable discussion followed which took 
into account not only the present need of 
the ELCE for church workers out of its own 
midst but also the potential of proven, 
experienced and dedicated men, middle- 
aged and older, who feel a desire for full- 
time service to the Church. Could a door 
be opened at Westfield House for training 
men who had suitable gifts and who, later 
in life as dedicated laymen in an ELCE 
congregation, began to feel the promptings 
of such a Call? After further discussions 
with the Westfield Committee and Staff, 
the Council will return to the subject. 


Also considered at the 7 April meeting was 
the question of finding new office premises 
in London when Concordia House, as 
noted in the item above, will be sold. 


TREASURER: BOOKKEEPER 

OR STEWARD? 

What should a treasurer in an ELCE con- 
gregation be: a bookkeeper who adds up 
the figures for, reports to, and takes 
instructions from, the congregation? Or a 
steward, an elder in the realm of steward- 
ship who leads his fellow-members to a 
higher level of motivation in handling 
their talents and gifts? He is both, of 
course, replied the Treasurers’ Conference 
held at Westfield House, Cambridge, 22-23 
March, but we need to be reminded of the 
second. During the Conference, ELCE 
Treasurer Derek van Arkadie, who chaired 
the sessions, often pointed to the leadership 
role of the treasurer and of its increasing 
importance in the next ten years as the 
whole church assumed full financial re- 
sponsibility. Present at the annual weekend 


- meeting : Derek van Arkadie (ELCE), Paul 


Linden (Cambridge), Richard Mayers 
(Petts Wood), William Gapper (Plymouth), 
A. W. MacGregor (Tottenham), Derek 
Parkin (Sunbury), Allan Walker (Sheffield), 
G. Rackham (Boreham Woody, Fred 
Messner (Cardiff) and Dr. E. Geo. Pearce. 


FAMLYE FAYRE FROLIQUE 

That’s what it was at Hothorpe Hall on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 2-3 April, when 
ELCE pastors and their families gathered 
for their annual Family Barnes Conference 
held in the week after Easter. Especially 
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on the evening of Wednesday when all 60 
of them including the children actually sat 
down in one room to entertain themselves 
under the direction of John Franzmann 
with everything from a classical trio from 
the Leske family to a Highland dance from 
Timothy, the youngest of the three sons of 
Pastor and Mrs. Rakow. There was even 
an opportunity to swap children’s clothing. 


Pastor John Fraser of Ruislip was chaplain 
of the Conference, while Dr. E. Geo, Pearce 
chaired the sessions. In the opening hour, 
Pastor Hans Leed of Liverpool was chosen 
to succeed Pastor Allan Scharlach of Har- 
low as secretary. Dr. John Franzmann of 
Cambridge led the pastors in an examina- 
tion of the First Epistle of John, while in a 
later study session, Pastor Leske of Cam- 
bridge led the further discussion on Au- 
gustana XV, “On Church Usages”’. He 
expressed, and many agreed, regret that 
the beautiful and  all-comprehensive 
General Prayer was beginning in some 
places to fall into disuse, Reports were 
heard from the Executive Council, Master 
Plan, Church Extension Fund, Westfield 
House, Youth, Overseas Mission, Concor- 
dia, Worship and other committees. 


The sessions dealing with First Epistle of 
John were also attended by the pastors of 
the United Lutheran Synod, at conference 
at Hothorpe at the same time. The wives 
held their own meeting, discussing topics 
presented by Norma Rakow and Hildegard 
Brammeier, but joined their husbands in 
hearing the “Reports” section of the Barnes 
Conference. 


ANTWERP AND EISENACH 


Independent Lutheran churches in Europe 
will meet again at Antwerp in September 


1976. It will be the Eighth Conference 
European Lutheran Free Churches. T 
first took place at St. Andrews, Ruislip, 
1960, the sixth at Petts Wood in 1969. T 
programming of the Conference took plz 
at a one-day meeting, 13 February, at t 
Lutheran Church in Antwerp. Prese 
were: Bishop G. Rost of the Independe 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Germar 
President Jean Bricka of the Evangeli 
Lutheran Church—Synod of France a 
Belgium, and Dr. E. Geo. Pearce of t 
ELCE. It is planned that for the first ti 
in the history of the Conference, laym 
will be present from each church. 


A second conference at which the EL¢ 
was represented was the Internatior 
Ecumenical Seminar held at Eisenach, E 
Germany, 12-19 March. Sponsored by t 
Institute for Ecumenical Research 
Strasbourg, the Seminar dealt with 1 
theme, “Ordination in the Context 
Unity and Renewal”. Various churel 
were represented: Lutherans, Ro 
Catholics, Reformed, Anglican, Bapt 
Methodist and United, and various co’ 
ries: East and West Germany, Denm 
Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Czech 
vakia, Belgium, Spain, France, Engla 
Brazil, Tanzania, U.S.A. An added inte 
was given the 60 participants by a tour 
the cities closely associated with the — 


and work of Martin Luther: Eisenai 
Erfurt and Wittenberg. ; 
ELCE Chairman Dr. E. Geo. Peat 


attended the Seminar at the request @ 
on behalf of the Committee on Theol: 
and Church Relations of the Luthe 
Church-Missouri Synod. H 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. GeorcGe DuNSBIER, 


Lawton, total £10 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of their daughter, Lrtran, from 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Gapper, £1 for the Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. ALFRED CoMBEs, from i 
the members of St. Pauls Lutheran Church, Boreham Wood, £21 for the — 


4 
} 
from Mrs. Ella Taylor, Miss Grace Launer, the Misses Marie and Charlotte ff 
i 


Church Extension Fund. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Rose Goerrz from 


Dr. and Mrs. 


E. Geo. Pearce and family, £5 for the Church Extension Fund. 


TEN 


BRITISH LUTH 


JULY CONFERENCE 


Details are already worked out for the 1975 ELCE Master Plan Conference. It will be 
‘eld at Westfield House, Cambridge, on the weekend of the 5th/6th July. All depends 
n whether our congregations send delegates, people who are prepared to do the 
ord’s work. 


It is anticipated that at least one person (preferably two) will be attending from 
ach congregation. Members of the Committee will chair the various sessions. 
‘elegates will be asked to help throughout the programme by offering prayers at the 
2ssions, and at mealtimes. 


But there is more that the delegates will be doing. Each one will have two written 
sports prepared beforehand, three to four minutes in length. The first of these will 
eal with his congregation’s performance over the past five years, an analysis. The 
alee will look ahead at what his congregation will be doing over the next five years, 
‘forecast. 


The 1975 Master Plan Conference will be history in the making. Please don’t forget 
yur Bible, a notebook, and a pencil. 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
(For 2 months, Ist February, to 31st March, 1975) 


Target Set by 
Congregation 


Congregation Loans Donations Total for 1975 
TISH TOWN £98 £17 £115 £2000 
ENHAM 25 2 27 300 
141 _ 141 2000 
DERLAND 146 — 146 1000 
S$ WOOD 137 —_— 137 700 
EHAM WOOD 134 5 139 550 
59 — 59 700 
BRIDGE 54 —_— 54 1200 
4 —_— 4 350 
233 3 236 900 
T KILBRIDE 153 — 153 450 
7 2 19 
404 — 404 2 600 
204 2 206 2000 
an — 11 400 
1 1 2 100 
ISH-LUTHERANS a — — 
= 26 26 
Grand Total £1821 £58 £1879 
ARCH/ApRIL, 1975 ELEVEN 


wn Walter Jenn Ltd., 203 Royal College Street, London NW1 OSL 


THE COVER 


The plaque in 

the memorial pulpit 
at Allhallows 
Lutheran Church, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, 


ae eae eS 
This letter will encourage you 


Rev. A. W. Wundersitz 
Flat 7, Eventide Lutheran 
Ballarat Road 

Hamilton, Vic. 3300, Austr 


Mr. Stan Gillard 
ELCE Overseas Mission Board 


Dear Mr. Gillard, 


Yesterday | received the Nov./Dec. British 
Lutheran and saw from the front page phote 
the vicars of the Lutheran Seminary in Nige 
were 2 bicycles short. Enclosed is a bank 
OTs curss for helping the need of the Semine 


With Christian greetings, and: am delighted 
your small Church, numerically, has sponst 
this mission in Nigeria, and’ especially the 
Seminary. Rw: 
- it 4 ri 
With Christian greetings, 
A. W. Wundersitz* > 


This appeal will persuade you 


From the 1974 Report of the Lutheran S| 
in Nigeria: : 


“The Seminary plans to build quarters for 
students so that wives can live with their hui 
We appeal to friends of the Seminary to s' 
this project.” 


GIVE GENEROUSLY FOR NIGE 


OVERSEAS MISSION SUND 
(Trinity Sunday, 25 May, in most cong 


THE OVERSEAS MISSION COM 


EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND — 


117/123 Golden Lane, London E 


